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David Mahler: Studying
in Spain was ‘powerful’

Tips of the trade

How do you manage the information
flow? | trust our team leaders to "push”
information upstream as needed. They
know what they can and should handle
on their own. With two campuses and
many operations, it would be impossible
to handle things withowt such capable and
strong people.

Where do you get new ideas? [n addition
tovmy reading, 1 like to take the opportunity
to step back from day-to-day operations for
reflective thought. This may come during
road trips, while exercising or other time
away from school.

What's a valuable lesson a mentor
taught you related to your profession?
Ron Gelbman, our former board chaimman
and current board member who held a
number of executive positions with John-
son & Johinson, taught me “In God we trust.
With evervone else we check the facts.”

How are you and your business dealing
with the economic downturn® At ODA,
we've worked hard to establish a positdon
af strength for the school through outreach,

communication and transparency. W see

great opportunity for growi -andc:cE..Lru:l' 2
ing in a difficult emnm{::ﬂlﬁj:mte. ut at
thie same time, are sensitive to the changing
economic conditions facing our families.

Backgrownd check
What was your first paid job? | was a
newspaper delivery boy in Oneonta, N Y,
at the age of 12, It sounds like a story you
tell your children, but 1 trudged through the
snow Lo deliver the newspapers by hand.
What did you want to be when you grew
When | was I wanted to be a
lw?s:mu:r, a5y gl'dnd.ﬁa}w.llligér had been. Incol-
lege I'was in pre-med studies before decid-
ing to major in history:. My studies in Spain
WEre a experience.
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If you weren'l in your current career,
whai would you be doing? | would prob-
ably be teaching educators and teachers at
the college level, working with people who
want to make a difference, After 20 years
in every facet of education, the message
| want to convey is that education is our
future and we need the best, brightest and
most dedicated people to teach and inspirne
each new generation.

What is your favorite activity with your
Tamily? We have family game night once a
week, whatever the kids choose to play. Dur-
ing the summer, we spend time in upstate
MNewYork without television or Internet ac-
cess, and really turn the clock back to enjoy
reading, creative play and family dme.

If you could have dinner with one per-
son you've never mel, who would it be
and why? Abrahaim Lincoln, my personal
hero and inspiration. He is the ultimate
symbol of inspirational, courageous and
responsible leadership.

Whao are your heroes in the business
world and why? First, my father, who built
his business from scratch the right way,
following his ethical principles. Second is
Hon Gelbman, an incredible mentor wha
has taught me so much about leadership
and management principles.

What do you read for business and for
pleasure? Education journals and books
that relate directly to elementary and sec-
ondary education. For pleasure, nonfic-
tion, particularty based in history,

Do you collect anything and if so, what?
Antique globes because no two are simi-
lar. The orientation over time continues

o change.

Words to the wise
Tell about a sticky situation In your
life (business or personal) and how
you got through it. A good friend
committed suicide when we were
in college. It taught me 1o celebrate
every day and invest in the personal
relationships that are important to
me.

How could Tampa Bay change (o
be more business friendly? By con-
tinuing to invest in education and

the arts, which are central to what
it means to be human. That invest-
ment will pay off as the community
flourishes.




